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52 Ways to Respond the Pandemic Intersecting in One Book
With articles and impressive original photographs from around the globe, the project
INTERSECTING illustrates why sustainable new infrastructure is key to build resilient societies
and prevent future pandemics. The e-book is a project of The Global Solutions Initiative (GSI) in
cooperation with Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and New
Dialogues as publisher. It is easy to download from the GSI website.
Berlin, 30 March 2021 – One year after the COVID-19 pandemic started, a new e-book features ideas and
experiences from all over the world how societies could prevent similar cascading disruptions in social,
economic and political and institutional life in the future. More than 100 authors from all continents contributed
to the project which is entitled “INTERSECTING”. In over 50 contributions they are calling to team up and create
the infrastructure of a new sustainable economy.
Richly illustrated by dozens of original photographs, INTERSECTING is an epic journey from ‘disease’ to
multilateral ‘agendas’. It portrays a major crisis of our urban age, which beyond the pandemic, is one of
profound mutations and geopolitical shifts, where people’s and cities’ voices need to be heard. INTERSECTING
has been launched by the Global Solutions Initiative and GIZ. It has been joined by the Asian Development Bank
Institute (ADBI) and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) as knowledge
partners. INTERSECTING is now available as an e-book in PDF format free of charge at the Global Solutions
Initiative website. It has been edited and illustrated by Nicolas J.A. Buchoud, fellow of the Global Solutions
Initiative, Holger Kuhle, policy advisor for strategic knowledge partnerships at GIZ, and Gunnar Hartmann,
founder of New Dialogues and publisher of INTERSECTING.
“The world was caught off-guard by the pandemic as it ignored many risk warnings. INTERSECTING is a concrete
illustration of what teaming up beyond borders and spheres of expertise can help reach out to. Such
cooperation allowed for rapid sequencing of the SARS-CoV-2 genome and kick started the development of
vaccines and it should now be applied to policy-making”, said Nicolas J. A. Buchoud.
“Echoing the legacy of Elinor Ostrom, the first woman winning the Nobel prize in economy, INTERSECTING
makes several proposals regarding health and infrastructure, how local and global investments can support
inclusion and redistribution, how rebuilding social capital can get us prepared to solve future crisis, and more,”
Holger Kuhle explained.
“Addressing the wide community of public and private decision makers, researchers, practitioners and young
leaders gathered by the Global Solutions Initiative, INTERSECTING will be distributed by ADBI in Tokyo and by
the Observatory on Latin America (OLA) of the New School in New York. It will be updated on the way to the
next G20 summit in Italy. It reflects Dennis Snower’s call to ‘chart a new course for digital governance’ and to
rebuild multilateral institutions and partnerships. Recovering from the pandemic should help address the many
imbalances of our interconnected planet to redevelop public goods,” Markus Engels, Secretary-General of the
Global Solutions Initiative outlines.

1

Note to the editors:
Most of the images from INTERSECTING are available for media publication. Please get in touch with us if you
are interested.
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About the Global Solutions Initiative
The Global Solutions Initiative is a global collaborative enterprise that proposes policy responses to major global problems, addressed by the
G20, the G7 and other global governance fora. The policy recommendations and strategic visions are generated through a disciplined
research program by leading research organizations, elaborated in policy dialogues between researchers, policymakers, business leaders and
civil society representatives.
www.global-solutions-initiative.org
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